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Veterinary Externship at the Yerkes National Primate Research Center of Emory University

Last Fall during my senior year of veterinary school, I participated in a three week externship at the Yerkes Primate Center in Atlanta, Georgia.  I chose this externship as part of my veterinary curriculum because I have a strong interest in primates, but I had not yet worked with primates in a traditional research setting.  I wasn’t sure if I would enjoy working with captive primates and providing veterinary care to primates involved in active research projects.  This externship provided very good exposure to primate medicine and laboratory animal medicine in general and I would recommend this externship to any veterinary student considering a career in the lab animal field.
My time at Yerkes was divided between the main campus in Atlanta and the field station located just outside of Atlanta.  I spent the first two weeks of the externship at the main campus shadowing the veterinarians and veterinary technicians.  During these first two weeks I was able to observe veterinary care of both the primate and rodent colonies present at the facility.  The average day started with animal rounds every morning where we looked at every animal to establish their health status and make sure there was not any illness or injury present in the colonies.  Next I worked with the veterinary technicians to prepare and administer various treatments and medications to the animals.  I spent some time with the animal trainers learning about their techniques to train and socialize the primates.  I was also able to observe various surgical procedures performed by the staff veterinarians during my time at the facility.
My final externship week was spent at the field station located outside of Atlanta.  Here many of the primates are housed in large social groups with access to large outdoor enclosures.  Since primates are always struggling with their dominance hierarchy when put into social groups there is often more trauma associated with this type of housing – but less abnormal behaviors.  At the field station I was able to learn how the veterinarians try to minimize the injuries caused by primate interactions, and also how these injuries were treated when they did occur.  
Yerkes has several different types of primates located at their facility that I was able to learn about during my externship.  This variation made Yerkes a great facility in which to gain further primate experience.  The various types of primates include rhesus macaques, pigtail macaques, cynomolgus monkeys, chimpanzees, sooty mangabeys, capuchins, and squirrel monkeys.
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Rhesus Macaque
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Pigtail Macaque
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Cynomolgus Monkey
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Chimpanzee

[image: image5.jpg]



Sooty Mangabey

[image: image6.jpg]



Capuchin Monkey
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Squirrel Monkey
Overall I thoroughly enjoyed my three week externship at Yerkes.  I found it to be very educational and I learned a lot about the different behaviors of the various types of primates housed at their facility.  The veterinarians and technicians were very approachable and answered all of my questions.  Yerkes also has both a laboratory animal residency program and a primate medicine residency position available for veterinary students interested in pursuing a primate medicine career.  If you are interested in either of these opportunities I strongly recommend contacting Yerkes and spending a few weeks in their extern program in order to determine if it is the right program for you.

If you would like to learn more about the background of the Yerkes National Primate Research Center or about their various ongoing research projects they have a great website:
http://www.yerkes.emory.edu
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