Camelid medicine opportunities are hard to come by in veterinary school.  When I realized I loved working with these animals my first year of vet school, I started looking for classes and experiences that would expand my knowledge.  Colorado State University offers a course that covers some camelid topics, but there are few hands-on experiences available in the regular curriculum.  When I realized that Oregon State University offered a two week course in camelid medicine and surgery, I knew that I had to attend.  So, two classmates and I packed our bags and left sunny, warm Colorado for the cooler, wetter climate of the northwest this October.
The OSU camelid medicine and surgery course was composed of both wet labs and lectures.  Dr. Chris Cebra coordinated the course, and gave many of our lectures.    

The entire lecture series was outstanding.  Topics included:  anatomy, clinical pathology, reproduction, neoplasia, dermatology, colic, neonatology, parasitology, neurology, radiology, surgery, and herd health.  These lectures were provided by a variety of faculty members at OSU, and were usually done in conjunction with a wet lab that was held either in the afternoon or the next day.  
Part of the lecture series also involved students working in pairs to work through a case that was then presented to the class on the next to the last day.  Working up the case allowed us to use the skills we’ve been taught the past few years to come up with a good list of historical questions, generate a thorough problem list, and choose diagnostics that would better help us understand what was going on with the animal.  The cases covered commonly seen ailments in camelids, so by the end of the presentations we all had a better idea of how to treat a variety of camelid diseases, as well as a good list of resources for doses and diagnostics.

Wet labs included time in necropsy and radiology, as well as hands-on experiences with the teaching llamas at OSU, client-owned animals that were brought in for a castration day, and a field trip to a llama ranch in Bend.  For me, these labs were probably the most valuable experiences of the trip.  Not only were there good demonstrations, but there were also enough animals available for us to work with that each student had an opportunity to perform procedures such as placing a catheter, castrating with the animal standing and recumbent, several physical examinations.  

Our field trip to Bend and our herd health day with the OSU teaching herd gave us a chance to practice routine procedures such as routine dental work, vaccinations, nail trips, and dewormings.  In Bend, a local producer also spoke to us on owners’ expectations of veterinarians.  And although it was rainy most of our stay, on the days when we needed to be outside the rain seemed to hold itself to a cool drizzle rather than downpouring.
Outside of the classroom, this course has allowed me to connect with students and practicing veterinarians from around the country that are also interested in camelid medicine.  There were 19 students in the course, from Washington, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Illinois, CSU, Western, and OSU.  I am sure that we will bump into each other at future conferences.  
Thanks so much to SCAVMA for helping fund my two weeks at Oregon State.  It has been the highlight of my senior year.  The caliber of instructors was exceptional, and the amount of hands-on experience was more than I expected.  
