N

Knvowrkeolge #re (2o Macas

May/June 2005

orado Dairy News

Cgpperative Extension, Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CMado 80523 Volume 11, Number 3
a publication from Integrated Livestock Management ( www.combs.colostate.edu/ilm/)

Got Starlings?
Bird Control Options for Dairies

Charles D. Lee
Extension Specialist, Wildlife
Kansas State University

The purposes of bird damage control program are to prevent and minimize
economic loss and to reduce bird population levels to tolerable levels.
Starlings and blackbirds cause problems on dairies because of their roosting,
feeding, and nesting activities. Not only do they consume large amounts of
feed but they can transmit diseases such as Salmonella and Cryptococcus. A
bird control program must be made a farm priority if it is to succeed. Control
techniques require careful consideration and persistence in order to be
effective.

Laws and Regulations: Federal and state regulations protect most blackbirds
and migratory birds. A federal permit is required to take, possess or transport
migratory birds for depredation control purposes, but no permit is required to
scare or herd these birds. Important exceptions are federally listed threatened
or endangered species, bald or golden eagles (50 CFR 21.4). A standing
depredation order exists for blackbirds, cowbirds, grackles, crows and mag-
pies. No federal permit is required and control measures including lethal
methods may be taken when these species are “found committing or about to
commit depredation,” or when they “constitute a health hazard or other
nuisance.” Contact your state wildlife agency to determine if state permits are
necessary for lethal control of unprotected species such as feral pigeons,
English sparrows or starlings. State or federal law does not usually protect
these three species, but all uses of pesticides must be registered by appropriate
state and/or federal agencies before they can be sold, distributed, or applied.

Controlling Damage: The key to successfully managing pest bird problems
is to stop the bird problem before it becomes a major issue. There are three
important facets to damage control: (1) start early before birds form a strong
attraction to the site, (2) be persistent until the problem is solved, and (3) use
a variety of techniques. Control techniques include trapping, bird-proofing,
habitat modification, frightening, repellants, shooting, and toxicants.

Live trapping: Trapping and removing starlings can be successful at loca-
tions where small static populations are causing damage. Decoy traps plans
are available at http://wildlifedamage.unl.edu/handbook/handbook/allPDF/
bir_e109.pdf. To be successful the trap should be placed where starlings like

(Please continue on page 3, under Starlings)
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Over the past year, representatives
of Colorado’s government, producer
associations, Universities, rural de-
velopment stakeholders and Coop-
erative Extension have explored the
potential need, role and design of a
policy organization that bridges the
gap between agriculture and food
issues. In 2005, a number of re-
gions in Colorado will be intro-
duced to a wide range of policies,
asked to choose the issues and ap-
proaches that would engage them,
and cooperate at the state level to
increase the visibility and grassroots
activity focused on food and agri-
cultural policies that influence our
producers, consumers and commu-
nities.

According to the national State and
Local Food Policy Council website
at Drake University, a Food Policy
Council (FPC) convenes citizens
and government officials for the
purpose of providing a comprehen-
sive examination of a state or local
food system. FPC’s are innovative
collaborations between citizens
and government officials which

(Continue on pg 3, under Food Council)
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Important Dates: A Message From Your Extension Dairy Specialist......

Mark Your Calendar There are two very important issues brewing that I encourage you to
investigate and make your views know.
July24-28,2005: ADSA Annual Meet-

ing, Cincinnati, Ohio. Early registra- The first important issue is the debate over lowering the Somatic Cell
tion due June 21. For more information, Count (SCC) limit. Various experts and dairy producers will again
go to www fass.org/2005 or contact participate in discussions about lowering the legal SCC limit for milk
w.wailes@colostate.edu. produced in the United States. The market place is doing a great job of

achieving lower SCC milk but, at the same time, allowing SCC of 750 k
October 10 - 24, 2005: A European seems extremely high to me and many dairy producers in our industry. I
Dairy Tour —Through Germany and the believe coop leadership needs to completely review this issue, and truly
Netherlands. look at public perception, as well as the total milk supply, as it affects
Contact: w.wailes@colostate.edu or supply management. Colorado’s dairy producer have a SCC that is a
information@venteuro.com. benchmark for the United State’s dairy industry to follow. I feel it is

important that you personally communicate your feeling to your director so
your thoughts can be truly represented.

7 2\
The second important issue is Air Quality for the Dairy Industry. The
p—— Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has extended the deadline for
producers to sign up for the Animal Feeding Operation Air Quality
Agreement (Consent Agreement). I truly believe that this agreement is not
in the best interest of the dairy producer. If you sign up to be part of this
ht’grmd agreement, a fee will be charged to each operation who signs the agreement.
These funds then will be used to study air quality on dairy farms, and then
Livest ﬂﬂk use the studies and data to create regulations against you in the future.
Please keep dairy leadership informed about your opinion on this very
Management important issue.
AR LS e Q
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LWL, COMDS.C0.081ate.ea M) LT Corn Hominy $76.00 $78.00
. . Flaked Corn $104.00 $106.00
For further mformutwﬁ, contact Whole Corn $81.00 $83.00
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3 Distillers Grains $105.00 $100.00
Ft Collins, CO 80523
Pork - Meat & Bone Meal
(970)297-0371;
dams@l lostate.ed $265.00 NQ
raaams@lamar.coLostate.edu Tallow $020/lb NQ
. . . SBM - 48% $210.00 $220.00
M“g”.”l F;\L]‘b Lished " th‘; .Cotl(;’“do Wheat Middlings $78.00 $77.00
‘”.% , Iiws 15 1ot st ;ZC 0 Soybean Hulls $90.00 $95.00
copy rlgt d ; ermlss;on s t?”lef ore Canola $148.00 $148.00
granted Lo reproduce articles Corn Gluten Meal $270.00 NQ
although acknowledgement of the
\ source is requested. ) \ These price quotes are delivery at Greeley, Co




May/June 2005

(Starlings, continued from page 1)

to congregate and should be maintained regularly. Use of a few live birds as
adecoy in the trap will enable one to catch 100 or more starlings a day, which
then can be euthanized. Keep decoy birds as comfortable as possible with
roosting perches, shade, fresh water and feed. Their feeding behavior and
calls will attract other starlings that are nearby. Larger size traps are usually
better when large numbers of birds are present. Non-target species of birds
should be released unharmed. Large numbers of birds can be euthanized by
herding them into a barrel and using CO, gas.

Exclusion and bird-proofing; Where starlings are a problem inside of
buildings, close all openings greater than 1" with bird-proof netting, welded
wire or plastic strips. Roof vents can be screened in such a manner that frost
does not build up and block the vent. If curtains are closed and plastic strips
placed over the doors, extra ventilation fans may be required. Potential perch
sites should be modified or protected by changing the angle to prevent
roosting. Porcupine wires are also available for preventing roosting on
purlins or beams. This is the best long-term solution but one few producers
are willing to undertake. Design of new buildings should include consider-
ation of reducing or eliminating bird access and roosting sites.

Habitat Modification: Limit access to feed and water by covering and
using exclusion methods where animals eat. Make sure water levels in
waterers are low enough so birds cannot perch on the edge to drink. Clean
up spilled grain. Reduce areas of open water or even cover waste lagoons
with netting if birds are a persistent problem. Often, open water is the main
attractant at dairies or feedlots.

Frightening: It is rare when a roosting situation cannot be resolved with
frightening techniques. Start when a problem begins to develop. Do not wait
until bird numbers are excessive. Dedicate enough staff time to properly
conduct the frightening program. Frightening the birds must be the priority.
Vary the location, intensity and types of scare devices, notifying the local
police and neighbors if necessary. Examples include distress or alarm calls,
noise makers, exploders, propane cannons, bright objects, laser beams, eye
spot balloons, hawk kites, and mylar tape. Pyrotechnics deliver a loud noise
and concussion, along with a visual cue directly into the flock of birds. The
pryotechnics are relatively safe to use but can be a fire hazard if used
inappropriately. Persistence and the use of multiple techniques applied for
short periods of time just as the birds begin roosting in the building are keys.
Cattle seldom are frightened by application of the frightening devices.

Shooting: Shotguns or air rifles can be selectively used for the target species.
Shooting helps reinforce bird scaring and harassment efforts. Shooting can
be a very effective population control for smaller numbers of birds. Safety
and misuse can be a concern. Notify authorities and neighbors if necessary.

Repellants: Sticky products on ledges or beams can be used to discourage
roosting. Several products that include the active ingredient methyl anthra-
nilate (a nonlethal human food additive found in grape flavoring) are now
being used as coatings on roosting areas or as aerosol sprays in areas that are
not too porous. Seldom do I see adequate control with only the use of
repellents.

(Please continue on page 4, under Starlings)

(Food Council, continue from page 1)

give voice to the concerns and inter-
ests of the food system beyond tra-
ditional agricultural institutions, in-
cluding those concerned about nu-
trition, hunger, environmental as-
pects of food production and mar-
keting, as well as communities that
are reliant on agriculture as a driver
of their economies and culture. The
primary goal of most Food Policy
Councilsisto examine the operation
of a local food system and provide
ideas and recommendations for
policy or program initiatives that
may have a positive impact locally
on a wide range of food and agricul-
tural issues, however some FPC’s
choose to focus on solutions to a
specific topic, such as hunger and
food insecurity.

If interacting with a broader group
of community members interested
inthe interactions between nutrition
and public health, consumer trends,
environmental stewardship, land
use, local agricultural systems and
community economies seems like
an interesting way to get involved,
consider joining the Northern Colo-
rado chapter of the Colorado Food
and Agriculture Policy Council.

As this group begins to organize in
2005, there is a need for thoughtful,
engaged members who can assist
the group in developing relevant pro-
grams and initiatives that will have
the greatest impact on Larimer,
Weld, Adams and Boulder counties.

For more information, contact
Dawn Thilmany

(970-491-7220) or

Adrian Card

(303-678-6383)

or visit the Colorado Food

Policy Council website at:
http://www.oakhavenpc.org/
FoodAgPolicy/.
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(Starlings, continued from page 3)

Toxicants: Avitrol, Starlicide Complete, and DRC-1339 are products cur-
rently approved for use in some states. Prebaiting in the areas starlings like
to congregate is the key to getting good control. This process simply makes
an attractive bait available to starlings for several days in order to establish
a feeding pattern. Toxicants work best when applied in cold weather with
snow cover which limits access to other food sources. Select a site that is
protected from the wind and that is in full sun to get the best results. A
suitable site may have to be prepared with a tractor and blade to remove
snow. For at least 3 days or until good prebait acceptance occurs, the
untreated pre-bait is placed in a carefully selected place, safe from consump-
tion by other animals. After acceptance of the pre-bait is established, and no
non-target birds are present, the toxicant is added. Make sure your prebait
is on a feed substance that is very similar in texture, size and makeup as the
formulation of your toxicant. Use of a liquid fat on the prebait and toxicant
can increase consumption of the bait and thus increase success. Depending
on the toxicant used, treated birds will usually die within 24-36 hours.
Toxicants must be applied in such a manner that livestock do not have access
to the bait. Dead birds can be disposed of in the trash, manure pit, buried, or
incinerated if it complies with local regulations. Make sure the neighbors and
appropriate local authorities are notified because many of the birds will die
off-site. The use of toxicants is usually regulated by the appropriate State
Department of Agriculture. Specific questions regarding labeling, registra-
tion status, and pesticide applicator licensing should be directed to such
D e p a r t m e n t

Avitrol: Avitrol (4-aminopyridine) is a restricted use pesticide used as a
frightening agent for starlings, blackbirds, grackles and cowbirds. It is
available as a prepared grain bait mixture or as a powder and formulated in
such a way that ratios of treated baits to untreated baits are no greater than
1:9. Since only a small portion of the bait is treated, only a few birds will die.
The intent of this product is not to kill a large number of birds, but to act as
a frightening agent because the affected birds act in an erratic manor, and
emit distress calls which frighten other birds from the area. Birds that
consume the treated bait will die. Avitrol is readily broken down or
metabolized into compounds that are excreted in urine in the target species,
therefore, little of the chemical remains in birds killed with Avitrol to present
ahazardtohumans,pets,orscavengers.

DRC-1339: USDA / Wildlife Services has a new program in some states to
utilize a bait treated with the active ingredient (0.1% 3-chloro p-toluidine
hydrochloride) or commonly known as Starlicide Technical. The product is
lethal to many species of birds such as crows, pigeons, blackbirds and
starlings but English sparrows and mammals are generally resistant to the
toxic effects. The product will usually kill birds within 12-36 hours and they
often die on the roost. The mode of action is irreversible kidney and heart
damage. The toxicant is metabolized and excreted from all animals quickly
(90% is lost in 2 hours), thus eliminating the potential for secondary
poisoning. This toxicant is presented in a technical form, and can be mixed
with different baits, at a different strengths. The advantage is that the
technical formula can be mixed on feed that the birds are accustomed to
feeding on thus bait acceptance is improved. Itisimportant to know that this
toxicant is registered for use only by USDA-WS personnel trained in the use
of bird control or persons under their direct on-site supervision. It is also
available only in those situations where the problem cannot be solved with

the use of the commercially avail-
able product Starlicide Complete.
USDA Wildlife Services is a Fed-
eral agency that requires reimburse-
ment for program costs. Cost will
vary according to mileage, time, ma-
terials, and the number of birds
present on the farm. Itis possible for
neighboring farmers to request ser-
vice at the same time, thus cutting
down onmileage and time expenses.
This program may need to be re-
peated in future years because is not
100% effective. The product de-
grades rapidly when exposed to sun-
light or heat but generally if the bait
is being consumed the birds are dy-
ing. Toreduce any potential hazard,
poisoned birds should be burned or
buried whenever possible.

Starlicide Complete: Starlicide
Complete is a restricted use pesti-
cide. The toxicant is pre-packaged
on bait that can only be ordered
through a firm with a pesticide deal-
ers license. The active ingredient is
the same as DRC 1339 (0.1% 3-
chloro p-toluidine hydrochloride).
This product is registered for the
control of starlings and blackbirds
around livestock and poultry opera-
tions. Fresh product must be used
for it to be effective. Poisoned birds
willusually die within 24 to 36 hours,
often at their roosting site which is
potentially not on the farm. Although
the dead birds are not dangerous to
predators, they should be burned or
buried to prevent spread of diseases
they may carry.
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Remember:

The Colorado Dairy News
will no longer be mailed as
hard copy. To subscribe to
the electronic version of the
Colorado Dairy News, on
the internet, go to
www.ansci.colostate.edu.
and follow the instructions.




