
    

   

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wine, erré  

Grape tasting in the 

Hawkes Bay, Napier  

Wow!  There is definitely a difference between visiting another 

country and actually living in another country.  I have had so many 

ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ 

experience so much genuine Kiwi Culture.  Or at least the culture of 

college students... 

 

KKiiaa   OOrraa !!  

TTaa kkee   22  
 

Upcoming Events  
Å May 14 th -15th 

 Canterbury Career Fair  

  

Å May 30 th ð June 4 th                

Visit from my friend: Sally 

Embrey ðOne of my wonderful 

Wednesday Wine Night Girls  

from Colorado  

 

Å  June 6 th 

 Opening of NZ Ski fields!!!  

 

¶ June 15 th ð June 30 th  

 Semester Final Exams 

 

¶ June 30 th 

 I come home. Maybeé 
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HHHeee llllllooo    AAAggg aaa iiinnn    ttt ooo    aaa llllll   mmm yyy   lllooo nnn ggg    lllooo sssttt    fff rrriiieee nnn ddd sss   aaa nnn ddd    

fffaaa mmm iiilllyyy !!!   AAAlll lll    ttthhh eee    www aaa yyy    fff rrrooo mmm    CCC hhh rrriiisssttt ccc hhh uuurrrccc hhh ,,,   NNNeee www    

ZZZeee aaa lllaaa nnn ddd ,,,   III   ppp rrreee ssseee nnn ttt    ttt ooo    yyyooo uuu    iiissssssuuueee    IIIIII,,,   ooo fff    ttt hhheee    KKKiiiaaa    OOO rrraaa ...      III   

aaa mmm    333   ½½½   mmm ooo nnn ttthhh sss   iiinnn ttt ooo    mmm yyy   NNNeee www    ZZZeee aaa lllaaa nnn ddd    SSSttt uuuddd yyy    

AAAbbb rrrooo aaa ddd    EEExxxppp eee rrriiieee nnn ccc eee ,,,   aaa nnn ddd    III   hhh aaa vvv eee    SSSOOO    mmm aaa nnn yyy    

aaa ddd vvv eee nnn ttt uuurrreee sss   ttt ooo    ssshhh aaa rrreee    www iiittt hhh    yyyooo uuuéééHHHeee rrreee    iiisss   aaa    ttt aaa sssttt eee    ooo fff    

mmm yyy    NNNZZZ   lll iiifffeee ...   EEEnnn jjjooo yyy !!!   

Living la viva NZ  

 

AAAppprrr iii lll    ςςς   MMMaaayyy   NNNeeewwwsssllleeettt ttt eeerrr    HHHiiiggghhhlll iiiggghhhttt sss:::    

¶ Wine and Cocktail Party With the Classy Women of Flat 80 

¶ Kaikoura Marine Biology Research  Field Project 

¶ Epic 21st Birthday Party in Marlborough Sounds 

¶ The University Games Road trip and Rain Disaster of Rotorua. 

¶ Classy and Intimate 21st Birthday in Palmerston North 

¶ North Island Backpackers and Naked Bus Holiday Adventures 

¶ Quail Island Conservation Weekend 
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WWWiiinnneee    aaa nnnddd    CCCooo ccc kkk tttaaa iii lll    PPPaaa rrrtttyyy !!!   

What would college be like without your token 

girlfriends? The kinds that like to gossip about 

boys, watch chee sy romances, and get all 

dolled -up, just for fun!  I have found some of the 

most wonderful women to share these girly 

experiences with in New Zealand.   

 

Everything from group dinners to dance parties, 

the wonderful women of Flat 80 have  been an 

important part of my NZ life.  
 

 

 

After a bit of slacking and procrastination (yes, typical LJ) April brought 2 weeks of pure 

stress studying for mid -semester finals and finishing research papers. By the end of the 

week, I was more than ready for the semester break.  Ho wever, my much needed break 

came a little later then I had anticipated.   

April 5 th through April 10 th, I spent the beginning of my holiday in Kaikoura, NZ studying and 

researching Marine Organisms.  Woo Hoo!  

 

I spent a week researching the distribution pa tterns of native hermit crab species in the 

rock shores along the peninsula.  I along with 20 other students ate, drank, and dreamt of 

marine organisms in a summer -camp style (complete with bunk beds) research lab.   

 
Example of my typical day:  

7:00am ð 8:00am , breakfast, while simultaneously reading and researching for the dayõs project 

8:00 am -12:00pm , collect organisms and document habitat locations  

12:00pm ð 1:00pm , Lunch, while simultaneously reading and researching relevant scientific journals  

1:00pm ð 5:00pm , Analyze collected materials, perform in -lab behavioral experiments (hrs on end 

looking at plankton in a microscope)  

 5:00pm ð 6:00pm , Lunch, while simultaneously reading and researching relevant scientific journals  

6:00pm ð 12:00am , Finish experiment analysis, begin Lab and experiment write up  

12:30, if finished, Bed  

 

7:00 am , Breakfasté.Start all over againé 

SO, Imagine being ready for a vacation, and having to experience this insteadé 

Regardless of the work load, I  thrived in Kaikou ra.  Science is my passion, and this was just 

one more opportu nity to apply that passion.  At the en d of the week, we  finished off with 

an outrageous night at the local whalerõs pubéWork hard Play Hard! 
 

**Interested in my Research?  See attached PDF at t he end of this issue.  
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A few of my 

friendsé Me, 

Meg, and Zoe 

(Alana took the 
picture)  

KKKaaa iiikkk ooo uuurrraaa ---    

PPPlllaaa nnnkkk tttooo nnn,,,   MMMooo lll llluuussskkk sss   aaa nnnddd    HHHeee rrrmmm iiittt    CCCrrraaa bbb sss   ððð   

OOOhhh   MMMYYY!!!   

Kaikoura Bay  

Field Lab  

http://images.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bradfitzpatrick.com/store/images/products/preview/fb031-wine-glass-spilling.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bradfitzpatrick.com/store/products/A_Cartoon_Wine_Glass_Spilling_Picture-356-9.html&h=225&w=300&sz=39&hl=en&start=3&um=1&tbnid=_VEbeLAGM-NkzM:&tbnh=87&tbnw=116&prev=/images?q=wine+glass+clip+art&um=1&hl=en
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HHHooo lll iiiddd aaa yyy    AAA ddd vvveee nnntttuuurrreee sss   

PPPaaa rrrttt   111:::   EEEppp iiiccc    222111sssttt   (((sss)))    

Imagine  a little holiday home in Grand Lake, Colorado, or possibly off of Lake 

Tahoeé.Beautiful lake front property nested into the mountains.  Thatõs 

basically the  Marlbourgh Sounds of New Zealand.  

On our voyage (road trip) to Rotorua for the Universit y Sports Competition, 

the tennis team made a pit stop  in the Sounds for a little birthday 

celebration.  

 

In New Zealand, 21 st birthdays are a big dealésimilar to our college and high 

school graduations; they celebrate a coming of ageéand are a reflection 

of  how far we have come in life.  They can be intimate ceremonies  or all -out 

crazy bashes ébut each 21st birthday celebration is a memory in the making!   

 

I was lucky enough to be invited to two!  My first 21 st was at a Holiday home 

in the Sounds.  UNFORGETABLE!  Beautiful salty beach front nestled deep in 

the hillséClear night and a sky full of starséa glowing beach created by 

bioluminescent wormsé The sand and water literally sparkled! Lots of good 

food, good drinks and fun peopleé.Really an unforgettable experience!  

 

 

College sports are an important part of American 

culture, a part of the university experience that 

brings both students and communities together.  

Universities in New Zealand do not sponsor 

competitive spo rts teams; instead they organize an 

Olympic style sports competition each year that 

allows each of the Universities to send athletes to 

compete (mostly for fun) in various sports.   

 

I was recruited to compete with Team  Canterburyõs 

Tennis team.  Weeks prior to the competition I 

òtrainedó with my 10 amazing teammates and o n 

April  12th (2 days after my Kaikoura trip)  I hopped on 

a camper van headed to Rotorua.  

 

As with all kiwi adventures, the trip started with good 

music  and a 6 pack of Tui.  After our b -day pit stop  

in Blenheim we drove onto a ferry and cruised 

across the Strait to Palmerston North in the North 

Island.  We stayed the night with one of the tennis 

playerõs family in Palmy.  The next day we drove 

straight to R otorua and into a 5 day rain storm.  

 

Road Trip to Rotorua  

 
And so begins the story of  

University  Games:  
 

Somehow, Rotorua won the bid to host the competition 

without showing proof of a rain contingency planéOops.  

So for the first 2 days of the competition the tennis team 

played board  games rather than tennis.   When the 

organizers finally offered a back -upé.it involved a two 

hour  bus ride up north to the slums of T auranga to play i n 

a giant indoor kiddy gym that was set up with volley ball  

nets and basketball tape for lines é 

 

What a joke!  
 
What was supposed to be 3 full days of tennis, turned into 

3 hrsé  Regardless  of how the event turned out, in 

reflection, the experience was probably the most 

exciting and fulfilling cultural opportunity I have had in 

NZ.  I got to spend a week in a camper van with some of 

the  coolest people é they took the òyankó in and 

showed her a good time!  

 NZ style! 
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TTThhheee    NNNooo rrrttthhh   IIIssslllaaa nnnddd    AAA ddd vvveee nnntttuuurrreee    

CCCooo nnnttt iiinnnuuueee sss   

 

After a night of celebration, I met up with my 

roomy, and we set out to explore the North Island! 

For the next 8 days, we traveled on a community 

bus living out of tents and hostels.   

 

The ònaked-busó was not the most exciting mode 

of transportation we had expected. It never lived 

up its nameé there was no nudity, only old and 

young Kiwis looking for a cheap way to travel.  

BORING!   

Still, it was a cheap and effective way to travel 

around the North Island.   
¶ We got lost travelling aroung Lake Taupo- the biggest 

fresh bodied lake in NZ. 

¶ We climbed the famed extinct volcano in Mt. 

Maunganui 

¶ We biked to 6 different vineyards in Hawes Bay Valley 

in Napier- NZ finest wine country 

¶ ²Ŝ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ άōƛƎ-Ŏƛǘȅέ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ 

Wellington (the coolest city in NZ)  

¶ We also experienced a bit of NZ military history, 

exploring WWII gun tunnels on ANZAC day (memorial 

day) 

 
After two G olds and a Bronze at Uni games  (neither 

won by me) , the Tennis team hung up their soggy 

rackets and began the trip home.  On the way, they 

dropped me off at Palmerston North for another 

birthday party!  

My kiwi friend, Alana Boyd invited me to join her 

closest friends and family in the celebration of her 21 st 

Birthday. It was a beautiful and traditional 

galaé.similar to the òcoming -outó parties that 

Debutants celebrate in the States.  I felt extremely 

fortunate to be able to be a part of such an intimate 

experience!  

 
 

AAA   lll iiisssttt    ppp ooo sssttt eee ddd    ooo nnn    mmm yyy   sssooo ccc iiiaaa lll   

bbb lllooo ggg    rrreee qqq uuu eee sssttt iiinnn ggg    rrreee ttt uuu rrrnnn    ooo fff    

mmm yyy    mmm aaa nnnyyy    lllooo sssttt    iii ttt eee mmm sssééé   nnnooo    

eee xxxppp lllaaa nnnaaa ttt iiiooo nnn    iiisss   nnn eee eee ddd eee ddd    

The Charlie Brown Tent: our humble -abode 

amongst the big camper vans at the holiday  parks 
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SSSooo    aaa fff ttt eee rrr   aaa    ccc rrraaa zzzyyy   mmm ooo nnn ttt hhh    ooo fff    ttt rrraaa vvv eee lll iiinnn ggg    aaa nnn ddd    aaa ddd vvveee nnn ttt uuu rrreee sss,,,   III   lllaaa iiiddd    lllooo www    fffooo rrr   aaa    bbb iiittt ,,,   aaa nnn ddd    

jjjuuu sssttt    eee nnn jjjooo yyyeee ddd    ttt hhh eee    ccc hhh aaa nnn ggg iiinnn ggg    ssseee aaa sssooo nnn sss   aaa nnn ddd    ttt hhh eee    bbb eee aaa uuu ttt yyy    ooo fff    CCC hhh rrriiisssttt ccc hhh uuu rrrccc hhh ...      DDDuuu rrriiinnn ggg    

ttt hhh iiisss   ttt iiimmm eee    ooo fff    rrreee lllaaa xxxaaa ttt iiiooo nnn ,,,   III   www aaa sss   ggg iiivvv eee nnn   ttt hhh eee    ooo ppp ppp ooo rrrttt uuu nnn iiittt yyy    ttt ooo    ggg iiivvv eee    bbb aaa ccc kkk   ttt ooo    ttt hhh eee    ccc iiittt yyy    

ttt hhh aaa ttt    III   ccc aaa lll llleee ddd    òòòhhh ooo mmm eeeóóó...      

   III   aaa ppp ppp lll iiieee ddd    fffooo rrr   aaa    ccc ooo nnn ssseee rrrvvv aaa ttt iiiooo nnn    www eee eee kkkeee nnnddd    ooo nnn    QQQ uuuaaa iiilll    IIIssslllaaa nnnddd    (((ooo ttt aaa mmm aaa hhh uuu aaa ))) ,,,   aaa    ssseee mmm iii---

ddd eee ssseee rrrttt eee ddd    iiissslllaaa nnn ddd    iiinnn    LLLyyy ttt ttt llleee ttt ooo nnn    HHHaaa rrrbbb ooo uuu rrr...    TTThhh eee    fff iiirrrsssttt    www eee eee kkkeee nnn ddd    aaa fff ttt eee rrr   ttt hhh eee    hhh ooo lll iiiddd aaa yyy ,,,   III   

hhh ooo ppp ppp eee ddd    ooo nnn    aaa    fffeee rrrrrryyy    www iiittt hhh    333   ggg iiirrrlllsss   aaa nnn ddd    ttt rrraaa vvv eee llleee ddd    ttt ooo    QQQ uuu aaa iiilll    IIIssslllaaa nnnddd ...         

 

 

WWeellcc oommee  ttoo   QQuuaa iill  IIssllaa nnddéé..PPooppuullaa ttiioonn  44  
  

Comments and Suggestionsé. 

NO MOM, I HAVE NOT 

FORGOTTEN WHY I AM 

�+�(�5�(�«�� 

current course marks:  

Philosophy of Religion - A + 

Marine Biology  ð B+ 

Evolutionary Biolog y ð B+ 

Antarctic Studies  ð B 

So, Iõve been somewhat of 

an average student while I 

have been out hereébut 

can you blame me, with so 

much to see and do itõs 

pretty hard to concentrate 

on school!  Especially when 

my grade s come back as 

pa ss/failéand I only need a 

óCó to pass 

But FINAL exams are in 3 

weekséso I might have to 

get serious about classes 

pretty soon!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Mailing Address: 
Laura Jo Pfaff (flat 78) 
PO Box 6362 
Ilam  
Christchurch, NZ 
8004 
 
 Cell Phone Number: 
+64 02 10744743 
 
Email: 
hatty-n-buddy@comcast.net 

DD oo  nnoott   wwoorrrryy  iiff   yyoouu  

hhaavvee  bbuuiilltt   yyoouurr  

ccaasstt lleess  iinn  tthhee  cclloouuddss..  

TT hheeyy  aarree  wwhheerree  

tthheeyy  sshhoouulldd  bbee..  NN ooww  

ppuutt   tthhee  ffoouunnddaatt iioonnss  

uunnddeerr  tthheemm..    

  

Henry David 

Thoreau  

So, now I am counting the days until my plane 

leaves.  Less than 40 days.  It is bittersweet.  I 

am getting pretty homesick, but at the same 

time, I know I will miss my friends and òfamilyó 

that I have created out here sooo  much.   

I have now gotten a taste of travel, and don õt 

want to give up my freedom for a static 

lifestyle, yet I miss the comforts of being 

stationary as well.  

 

EEiitthhee rr  ww aa yy,,  II  kknnooww   tthhaa tt   mm yy  ffaa ttee   ww iillll  nnoo tt   bb ee   

cc hhaa nngg ee dd   bb yy  aa   ssiinngg llee   dd eecc iissiioo nn..    AAnndd   ee vvee nn  iiff  mm yy  

dd rree aa mm ss  aa rree   iinn  tt hhee   cc lloo uudd sséé..II  hhaa vvee   tthhee   

mm oott iivvaa tt iioo nn  aa nndd   dd eessiirree   ttoo   bb uuiilldd   tt hhee iirr  

ffoo uunndd aa tt iioo nnss!!  

II  hhoo pp ee   yyoo uu  cc aa nn  dd oo   tt hhee   ssaa mm ee!!    CC HHEEEERRSS!!  

WWWhhh aaa ttt    www aaa sss   sssuuu ppp ppp ooo ssseee ddd    ttt ooo    bbb eee    aaa    hhh aaa rrrddd    333   

ddd aaa yyysss   ooo fff    vvv ooo llluuu nnn ttt eee eee rrr   www ooo rrrkkk,,,   ttt uuu rrrnnn eee ddd    iiinnn ttt ooo    aaa    

www eee eee kkkeee nnn ddd    hhh ooo lll iiiddd aaa yyy    ooo nnn   aaa    ddd eee ssseee rrrttt eee ddd    iiissslllaaa nnnddd ...   

OOO uuu rrr   ccc ooo nnn ssseee rrrvvv aaa ttt iiiooo nnn    llleee aaa ddd eee rrr   hhh aaa ddd    mmm iiinnn iiimmm aaa lll    

ccc hhh ooo rrreee sss   fffooo rrr   uuu sss,,,   sssooo    iiinnn sssttt eee aaa ddd    ooo fff    ttt hhh eee    bbb aaa ccc kkk---

bbb rrreee aaa kkkiiinnn ggg    vvv ooo llluuu nnn ttt eee eee rrr   www ooo rrrkkk   III   hhh aaa ddd    

aaa nnn ttt iiiccc iiippp aaa ttt eee ddd ;;;   iiittt    www aaa sss   aaa    www eee eee kkkeee nnn ddd    ooo fff    

rrreee lllaaa xxxaaa ttt iiiooo nnn    iiinnn    ttt hhh eee    www iiilllddd ...          

TTThhh eee    iiissslllaaa nnn ddd    www aaa sss   ccc lllooo ssseee ddd    ooo fff fff    ttt ooo    vvv iiisssiiittt ooo rrrsss   

ddd uuu rrriiinnn ggg    ttt hhh eee    www iiinnn ttt eee rrr,,,   sssooo    ttt hhh eee    444   ooo fff    uuu sss   www eee rrreee    

ttt hhh eee    ooo nnn lllyyy   iiinnn hhh aaa bbb iiittt aaa nnn ttt sss...       WWWeee    sssttt aaa yyyeee ddd    iiinnn    aaa    

ccc ooo zzzyyy   222   bbb eee ddd rrrooo ooo mmm    ccc aaa bbb iiinnn    hhh eee aaa ttt eee ddd    bbb yyy   

sssttt ooo vvv eee    fff iiirrreee ppp lllaaa ccc eee ,,,   aaa nnn ddd    ttt ooo lllddd    sssttt ooo rrriiieee sss   aaa nnnddd    

rrreee aaa ddd    bbb ooo ooo kkksss   fffooo rrr   eee nnn ttt eee rrrttt aaa iiinnnmmm eee nnn ttt ...          

OOO nnn    ttt hhh eee    ttt hhh iiirrrddd    ddd aaa yyy ,,,   www eee    aaa ccc ttt uuu aaa lll lllyyy   bbb rrrooo kkkeee    aaa    

ssswww eee aaa ttt    bbb yyy    hhh eee lllppp iiinnn ggg    mmm ooo vvv eee    ooo vvv eee rrr   aaa    ttt ooo nnn    ooo fff    

ccc aaa rrrppp eee ttt    sssqqq uuu aaa rrreee sss   ttt hhh aaa ttt    www ooo uuu lllddd    bbb eee    uuu ssseee ddd    iiinnn   

ttt hhh eee    rrreee fffooo rrreee sssttt aaa ttt iiiooo nnn    ppp rrrooo ccc eee ssssssééé...   

   666   hhh rrrsss   ooo fff    www ooo rrrkkk   iiinnn   eee xxxccc hhh aaa nnn ggg eee    fffooo rrr   333   ddd aaa yyysss   ooo fff    

nnn aaa ttt uuu rrraaa lll    bbb lll iiissssssééé......www aaa sss   www ooo rrrttt hhh    eee vvv eee rrryyy    sssooo rrreee    

mmm uuu sssccc llleee !!!  

 

My Favorite Kiwi Wine : 

Brookfield Vineyards - 2005 

òhillsideó Syrah 

Divine! Especially when 

enjoyed after a long day of 

biking absorbing  the afternoon 

sun on a patio overlooking a 

beautiful hillside vineyard  

Favorite Kiwi Café:  

Fidels Café on Cuba Street in 

Wellington éEclectic and 

creative édelicious  pizza! 

Missing the Most about Home  

Animals!  My dog s and my 

horses and just being around 

animals in general! And my 

family and friendsé �-  
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