Kia Oral!

Kia Ora! In New Zealand, this Maori welcoming

phrase meanshelloand32 2 R K S I fislivKa}
| wish to all of you!

: : Upcoming Events
Me pictured with a

Maori Warrior at the
Tamaki Village, in A Easter Holiday, 4 -wheeling

Rotorua and camping at Lake ~ Sumner

A The 8 Winery Road Trip Tourto
Hamner Hot Springs

A Semester mid -break -
All the Way across the equator and through a 20 hr time zone difference | T April 4-9 Marine Biology

present to you the first edition of the Kia Ora, created so that | can share with you research in Kaikora,NZ
1 h _ h
the many adventures and experiences | have had (and will have) during my 6 month gl O e [P

ey i kabl try... With ht d tell, 1 hope | can gi race. Wellington, Nz
stay In IS remarkapble country... | SO mMucC O see an ell, ope | can give you ﬂ Aprll 14-18, I

a fair glimpse of my New Zealand experience! Enjoy J Rotorua University Sports
Competition -1 6 m
. . . ; playing Tennis!!!
Orientation in Rotorua Rotorua , NZ
My first month in New Zealand has My Rotorua experience consisted of:
been a fairytale experience full of - Zorbing Waitomo Glow Worm Caves
crazy adventures and fun people. My 0 rolling down a hill in a big beach ball full
adventure started on February 12 of bubbly soap
when | arrived in Auckland after a - Agrodome Sheep Show
brutal 17 hr plane flight with Air New 0 a hilarious spectacle of sporting the 12 +

Zealand (thank goodness for window different wool producing breeds that NZ
is famous for
Hiking in the Red Wood Forest

0 not native to NZ, but a beautiful

seats and ear plugs). After an hour of

being scrutinized in customs, | joined-

up with my study abroad group

ddition to the native bush
(Australearn) and hopped on bus addrtion to the native bus

. A traditional Maori peace invitation and
headed to Rotorua. The 4 hr journey . o

) dinner at Tamaki Village
took us straight through the heart of

0 one of the most culturally rewarding
experiences KI i L Q@S KI

Zealand

the north island passing through J.R.R.
Tolkeins movie themed - Hobbiton.

My 4 day orientation in Rotorua was Waitomo Glow Worm Caves

0 6 hrof repelling and spelunking through
nonstop crazy-live-it-up style of fun. an underground river that leads to an
underground Planetarium created by
glow worms.

similar to college spring break-
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Home Sweet Homeé .

On February 15" | arrived at my home-away-from-

O-Week Toga Party!!!

came out, and the
9 I explored the bouldering room q
at the indoor rock climbing gym- ¢
The Roxx
9 I explored downtown
Christchurch, and found a sweet 1
Sushi place
Jenelals = Sarasls - 1 had a home-made dinner with q
Sweet As = Cool a local Kiwi Family organized via
Rubbers = Erasers Operati.on Friendship
Pissed = Drunk  Made frequent trips to Sumner
Bach = Little Holiday Beach
Boot = Trunk
Biscuit = Cookie
Knackered = Tired
Greasies = fish and chips
Rubbish = frash/waste
Motorway = Highway \
Petrol = Gasoline Christehurch
Lolly = Candy i

Tea = Evening Meal

O-WeekéThe

When classes started on the 2209, the fun
continued:

The start of each Semester at the University of
Canterbury is a big deal, and the Uni students
celebrate with the O-week extravaganza;
Orientation week consisted of themed parties
at the School Pub- The Foundry, and live local
music every night for a week straight.

Also during O-week, all of the school clubs had

a social party on the campus; they set up
advertising booths and bribed new members
with free bbqg as they walked to and from
classes.

Somehow | got suckered into joining a few!!

Page 2

LTlassest o

home; llam Village in Christchurch New Zealand.

During my free week in Christchurch before the start of
classes, it rained for 3 days straight..oil But then the sun

adventur e

Hiked in the Porthills

Hiked 2 hrs on a hidden trail
that led to a pristine locals-only
beach- Taylors Mistake.

Spent an afternoon sunbathing
in Hagley Park

Got Sunburnt watching 4 % hrs
of my 1% Cricket game
BlackCaps vs England...NZ won
the game (8hrs later, yawn)

View of Sumner Beach fakenonTay |l or 6 s Mi
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Course Schedule

Philosophy of Religion
Marine Bi ology
Evolutionary Biology

Antarctic Studies

Community Involvement

Operation Friendship
Climbing CI ub
Trekking (Hiking) Club
CUBA

CONTACT DETAII

Mailing Address:

Laura Jo Pfaff (flat 78)
PO Box 6362

llam

Christchurch, NZ
8004

CellPhone Number
0210744743

Email:
hatty-n-buddy@comcast.net

from the safe harbor.
Catch the trade winds
in your sails. Explore.
Dream. Discover."--
Mark Twain

Since the first day of classes, it has
been an ongoing conscience effort to
be 100% into my studies. With the
summer weather fading and the
limited number of sunny days lefté i t
hard to sit in a windowless classroom.
Butd o nwarry, | h a v e fofgbtten
that | am ostudying abroadoé and |
have been balancing my fun time
and class fime pretty effectively!

Thus, my weekends have been . uitixa
crammed with adventures!

My first weekend was spent af the
Wildfoods Festival in Hokifika. This
crazy social event attracted
thousands of Kiwis to the small city fo
enjoy a feast of exotic foods, good
beer and beach bonfires!

My stomach is still recovering from the
HuHu grubbs, glow worms, mountain
oysters, kangaroo, crocodile, and
moonshine! But NO fried horse meat
for me, that would be almost

Grilled HuHu
Grubbé Yummy!

\ P e

Comments and
Suggestionsé .

| would LOVE to hear from you!
Please fill me in with the details of
your lifeé . Anything new or
excitinge Or maybe just a narrative
of your day-to-day é .Hearing from
you will help off-set the occasional
trace of homesickness!

No matterwhere | go or who | meet,
they will never replace my favorite
people back home! Hope all is well
andwonderfulé Hei konb |
goodb ye, and Good health!

—" Flock Hill

My Favorite Kiwi Food:
Tim Tams- Chocolate/ caramel

biscuit y deliciousness
Favorite Kiwi Phrase:

oTaking the piss out of € 6 or

giving a friend a hard time
Wish | Would Have Packedé
More Shoes - Only Americans
wear sneakers and jand als with
SR jeansé and nice shoes are very
expensive herel
Biggest Culture Shock:
NO free wireless internet - you
have to pay for internet use
everywhere, even in the student

library!

The following weekend, | traveled with the
Climbing club fo Castle Hill Boulder National Park.

In the heart of Southern Alps, this natural area is
like nothing on earth! Giant boulders are
scattered across a hilly valley apparently as if
God scattered random pebbles in the middle of
nowhere. The views are incredible, and the
climbing is never ending. | spent two days
bouldering (climbing without haressed fall
protection at 20-30 ft heights) inthisrockc | i mb
amusement park.

Quantum Fields-
Bio Hazard
Boulder 3
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http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/files/sound/tereo/heikona.mp3

